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The Ethioplan Orthodox Tewahedo Church
(EQTC), an indigenous and integral
Christian Church of Africa, I1s one of the
oldest Churches Iin the world. It Is
numerically the largest of the five
non-Chalcedonian Eastern Churches. The
EOTC has over 40 million followers,
000,000 clergles, and more than 70,000
Churches In Ethioplia. In addition to Its
religious activities, the EOTC has also a
long history of conserving forest
resources, which usually envelop the
churches.

Out of more than /70,000 Churches, around
39,000 Churches are believed to be covered
with Church forests. The size of the Church
forests varies from half a hectare to 2,000
nectares. As a result of the traditional
conservation system of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Churches (EOTC), the
forests around Churches (“Church
Forests”) are most of what is left of the
original dry Afromontane Forest cover.

|- The Church Forests of Ethiopia

In the Ethioplan Orthodox Tewahedo Church,
Church forests are considered symbolic of the
Ark of Noah (Genesis 6:14). These sacred
forests not only have religious importance but
are also vital contributors to Ethiopia’'s overall
forests conservation efforts.




Spiritual Sancuaries

The oldest Church forests have a high flora Apart from their pivotal role as spiritual
and fauna diversity with many indigenous sanctuaries, Church forests provide an

and rare species (Wassie, 2007). These Important ecosystem and serve as

conservation sites for a large portion of
Churches have protected and conservec Fthiopia's endemic biodiversity. Church forests

their forests for the last several centuries also hold opportunities as incubators for

and at the same time; they have Improved ecosystem management beyond
Church boundaries and contribute to

surrounding communities’ livelinoods ana
resilience to climate change.

contributed their traditional knowledge and
hard work to ensure the provision of
cultural and ecological ecosystem services
for generations (Ostrom, 2009). Although
the main purpose of Churches Is as places
for worship, burials, and meditating
religious festivals, they also provide
valuable, often unigue, and securead
habitats for plants and animals, and green
spaces for people. These Church forests
are managed and protected by monks,
nuns, clergies, and communities residing In
and around the Churcn.
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The Ethiopia Church Forests Initiative (ECFI)

Presently, not all Church forests contain the
original forest vegetation and coverage that
existed In the area thousands of years ago.
Church elders and scholars witnessed that
most of the forest area around these
Churches has diminished over time due to
encroachment for timber production and

other factors.

In 2018, Norwegian Church Aid (NCA)
Ethiopia and the Royal Norwegian Embassy
In Addis Ababa, with the support of NICHI,
entered Into an agreement for an initiative
to conserve and expand Church forests In
targeted areas In Ethiopia. The project

titled, * The Ethiopia Church Forests
Initiative (ECFI)” aims at supporting the

Ethiopian Orthodox Church and other faith

communities to contribute towards The project Is believed to contribute In conserving
the slowly decimating Church forests and in
promoting stewardship to the environment
among Orthodox and other faith communities In
Ethiopia. It addressed three key aspects:
iInspiration and knowledge in forest management;
moral attention & spiritual commitment; and

Ethiopia’s Climate Resilient Green Economy
Strategy (CRGE).

The first phase of the ECF| project run for
three years from 2018 until 2021, and targeted
six Church forests surrounding six Ethiopian

Orthodox Tewahedo Churches and monasteries Livelinood opportunities for the surrrounding
in the Amhara Region and Menagesha of the communities from forest and non-timber forest
Oromia Region. product.
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An Inter-Faith Endeavor: Scaling Up the

Church Forests

In 2021, the Church Forests Project
commenced Its second phase - aiming to
expand the conservation and expansion of
forests as an inter-faith one and scaling up
with new geographic locations. This phase,
which runs until 2024 will be implemented
IN 10 Woredas of the SNNPR and Oromia

Regions.

Falth organizations involved In this
iInter-faith initiative include the Ethiopian
Orthodox Tewahedo Church (EOTC), the
—thiopian Evangelical Church of Mekane
Yesus (EECMY), and the Ethiopian
Muslims' Rellef and Development
Association (EMRDA), having nearly
1,500 religious/Worship sites.

By ralsing soclety's knowledge and
iINnterest In contributing to sustainable

forest and land management, the project
will support national efforts to combat

forest and land degradation and provide
support to the Implementation of national
REDD+ strategies, CRGE strategy, and the
African Landscape Restoration Initiative
(AFR100).

-urthermore, In addition to mobilizing
communities to respect and follow the
laws protecting the forest, faith leaders
will advocate for having sacred forests
that Is acknowledged as a forest
classification in Ethiopian forest and
climate policies by 2025.
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Korway's International Climate and Forest Initiative

To learn more, contact:

Norwegian Church Aid- Ethiopla
Ethio-China Friendship Avenue
P.0.Box 1248

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Web: www.nca.no

Tel: +251 115 512922/+251 115

ol 127

Fax: +251 1159518167

Facebook: facebook.com/ncaethiopia
Instagram: @ncaethiopia
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