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THE POLLUTION PROBLEM

With plastics technology imports of 25 million euros
in 2021, Ethiopia is one of the two largest importers of
plastics technology in East Africa. Every year, 380,000
tons of plastic waste is produced, of which only 6% is
recycled. Ethiopia is also one of the region's biggest
importers of printing technology.

Despite a good number of cities and towns in Ethiopia
putting in place door-to-door household waste
collection mechanisms in the last few years, the
pollution from plastic and other forms of non-plastic
waste continues to pose a threat both to the
environment and public health. This, coupled with the
absence of a strong solid waste management system
has aggravated the situation.

900,000 tons

Of plastic waste is
Generated every
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Of itis only
recycled

Source: EPA



THE WASTE FOR VALUE INITIATIVE

In 2019, NCA Ethiopia initiated a solid waste
management pilot project in the Gambella
Region of Ethiopia, specifically in the Jewi
refugee camp and the host community. The goal
was to reduce the environmental footprint of
plastic, paper, and other wastes. The project was
subsequently scaled up to include Hawassa,
Shashemene, and Arsi Negele in 2021, and later
expanded to Meki, Batu, and Ziway towns in the
Oromia regional state in 2023.

NCA Ethiopia collaborates with EKT and
Burayu recycling company, establishing a
shared market linkage for waste collectors.

The project has three outcomes:

OUTCOME 1: Reduced risk of solid waste
pollution to the environment
OUTCOME  2: Increased awareness of

communities that waste has value and could
be changed into a resource.
Outcome 3. Jobs and entrepreneurship
opportunities on waste collection created
for young men and women.



IMPACT AREAS

« Job creation for low-income and/or unemployed youth.

« Knowledge, skills, and capacity development of rights holders and building
community awareness on solid waste management and recycling; financial
management; and personal safety.

« Encouraging a circular economy.

« Clean environment protected from plastic and other waste.




IN NUMBERS
410,955 KG

Discarded PET/plastic bottles,
jerrycans, metal scraps, and paper
collected and recycled

10 small-scale enterprises

Established by NCA and partners and
legalized by the local Government.

242 formal collectors

Small-scale enterprise members
engaged in collection; trained and
equipped

877 informal collectors

That sell discarded PET bottles, jerrycans,
metal scrap, and paper collection to the
small-scale enterprises

5.2 Million ETB

Generated by the small scale enterprises from collection sells
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GEOGRAPHIC PRESENCE
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0 PROJECT AREA

The Waste for Value project is being directly implemented by NCA Ethiopia in Gambella,
and through its implementing partner Tamira for Social Development Organization in
Hawassa, Shashemene, and Arsi Negelle. Additionally, Meki Catholic Secretariat is
implementing the project in Batu and Ziway.






WORKING HANDS: MISRACH'S STORY

Misrach Anjole is a member of a small-
scale enterprise engaged in recyclable
waste collection established in Hawassa
Town, Ethiopia through the “Waste for
Value” Project. Misrach is also a mother of
seven and a grandmother of four, all of
whom live under her wing. Before joining
the collector’'s enterprise, Misrach earned
a living washing clothes for people. But
she struggled to make ends meet as the
job was not consistent.

At the end of 2021, Misrach joined the
small-scale enterprise along with 19 other
women. “We received training on how to
safely collect solid waste such as plastic
and paper waste. We were also provided
with a working space, start-up capital, and
personal protective equipment to help us
carry out the work, including a three-
wheeled small truck for transporting the
collection for sorting and bailing.”, says
Misirach.

Since becoming part of the project,
Misrach says she has seen an
improvement in the awareness of the
community about how to discard plastic
waste. Not only that, but she also says the
women in the enterprise are earning an
income that is helping improve their
livelihoods.

“For the future, we hope to expand the
impact of the enterprise and create job
opportunities for more unemployed
people.”, she says. She also hopes that she
will be able to build her own home which
she has recently started constructing.

Currently, she serves as a secretary in the
waste collection association and says she
is faring better in providing for her family.

Since November 2021, three recyclable
waste  collection  enterprises  were
established in Hawassa, Shashemene, and
Arsi Negelle through NCA Ethiopia and its
implementing partner, Tamra for Social
Development Organization.

There are currently 60 members in the
three enterprises, with 20 members each.
Between May 2022- January 2023, the
three enterprises collected 96,726 KG of
plastic and 54,364Kg of paper waste
enabling them to earn nearly 1.5 million
Ethiopian Birr.






Bold Initiatives: Supporting the
Development of National Strategies and
Regulations to Combat Plastic Waste

Since 2022, NCA Ethiopia, PETCO Ethiopia,
and the FDRE Environmental Protection
Authority have been actively involved in
fostering the policy
instruments aimed at addressing the issue of
plastic waste. These include the development

creation of crucial

of a National Plastic Waste Strategy and
Action Plan, regulations pertaining to the use
of recycled PET (rPET) in food-grade
applications, and directives related to
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).

The overarching goal of these initiatives is to
advance sustainable plastic
mitigate

waste

management practices, adverse
environmental and health effects, generate
opportunities, attract

investments, minimize waste and emissions,

employment

and ensure adherence to international

commitments.

The National Plastic Waste Strategy serves
as a comprehensive framework to enhance
capacity and implement effective solutions.
The rPET Regulations are designed to
establish safety standards for the inclusion
of recycled content in food-grade
packaging. Concurrently, the EPR Directives
mandate producers to take responsibility

for the management of plastic waste.
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Current Status of the Policy Documents

After extensive stakeholder consultations,

policy instruments have undergone drafting,

translation into Amharic, and rigorous review

processes. The National Plastic Waste o —
Strategy and Action Plan stands finalized and S, ) : =
awaits adoption and implementation. The "~ :
rPET regulation is completed, awaiting SR e = R
approval from the Council of Ministers. The : ‘ w ’mw '
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and review, is currently in the translation
phase and will soon be submitted to the
Ministry of Plan and Development for Council
of Ministers approval. Ongoing efforts are
essential to complete the finalization of

regulations and directives, paving the way for
the enforcement of sustainable plastic waste
management practices in Ethiopia. (*This
status is as of January 2024)
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THIS IS NCA

Norwegian Church Aid is a faith-based
organization working for global justice. We
work to help the poorest and those in need,
regardless of their creed, race, political or
religious affiliation. We provide emergency
assistance in disasters, work for long-term
development in local communities, address the
root causes of poverty, and advocate for just
decisions by public authorities, businesses, and
religious leaders.

NCA's vision is Together for a Just World. We
strive towards our goals, to Save Lives and
Seek Justice, together with partners around the
world, guided by the NCA 2020-2030 Global
Programme Framework. NCA is a member of
the ACT Alliance, with 110 members working in
130 countries.
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for a better everyday

NCA IN ETHIOPIA

In Ethiopia, Norwegian Church Aid has been
operating since 1974, engaged in long-term
development and  humanitarian  emergency
response. Norwegian Church Aid in Ethiopia seeks
to empower communities, where rights-holders
access services and claim their rights.

CONTACT US:

Ethio-China Friendship Avenue

P.0.Box: 1248

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Web: www.nca.no

Facebook and Instagram: @ncaethiopia
Tel: +251 115 512922/ +251 115511291
Fax: +251 115518167
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